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INTRODUCTION

THERE can be little excuse for adding to the number of books on education*
Yet a series of books on Britain, which omitted an attempt to describe the
peculiar features of English education would be ignoring much that has con-
tributed to British character, much that is exciting in contemporary Britain
and much that gives hope for the Britain of to-morrow*

The story of English education is a strangely neglected subject. For
nine hundred out of the last thousand years the State has had little concern
with schools and given them no financial support. Few people realised that
the year 1939, when war broke out, marked the centenary of a Central Edu*
cation Department and the fortieth birthday of the Board of Education itself*
Compulsory education is less than seventy years old* These few dates may
give perspective and help to explain the nature of some modern social problems.
The different types of school in England are not so much educational as social
and historical in origin*

What is the object of education ? If Aristotle is right in saying that it
should enable a man to live well, why does all organised education cease at
the age of fourteen for four-fifths of the people ? What should be the relation
of State and Church to education ? What are the educational ideas and systems